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Early December ice on Parker Lake.

ARYA DEGENHARDT

The word was out—it’s time to ice skate! Watching the skies (and the 
local “Dweeb Weather Report”) for snow was no use—clear and cold. 
Because it doesn’t happen every year, you almost forget, but then suddenly 

someone walks in the back door with an ice report … three inches, solid, smooth, 
clear ice on Lundy … Trumbull … Silver Lake.

It’s a bit like an unexpected holiday. With Tioga Pass closed, the sun on its winter 
route, and the possibility that it may snow at any moment, you’ve got to just get out 
there when you have the chance. Snow debates turn to shoe-size discussions and 
everyone scrambles for a pair of ice skates.

I like to skate in the early morning. You start off mostly looking down—it is 
fascinating to see the lake below the frozen surface. Bubbles get trapped in other-
worldly shapes in the ice, cracks are both neat and slightly freaky, and you may 
catch a glimpse of a fi sh darting by. And then you look up, and I swear it happens 
every time—“Wow.” Surrounded by steep canyon walls, breathing the crisp clean 
air, soaking up the quiet—it’s too good to be true.

What is it that happens in that moment? We’ve all had it at some point in our 
lives, and many of us have had it happen at Mono Lake. It’s hard to fi nd adequate 
words to follow-up on “wow.” In this issue of the Newsletter we’re attempting to do 
just that. Mono Lake inspires something within us—something strong enough that it 
motivates us to protect it. See if you can fi nd it in the pages that follow.

And so, this is a symbolic raising of the glass (of water, of course) to Mono Lake 
Committee members and friends, cohorts in this journey to protect this place that we 
love. Here’s to Mono Lake!

    —Arya Degenhardt, Communications Director

The Mono Lake Newsletter is a quarterly publication of the 
Mono Lake Committee.  Written material contained in this 
newsletter may be quoted or reproduced for review, report-
ing, educational purposes, or related non-profi t uses; a copy 
of the publication is requested. Reproduction or quotation 
for other purposes may be approved upon written request. 
ISSN #0275-6633. Copyright © 2007 Mono Lake Committee.

Printed on 100% recycled paper.

Directors Emeriti
Helen Green • Ed Grosswiler 

Grace de Laet  • Genny Smith

Brent Coeur-Barron, Corporate Counsel

Founded by David Gaines in 1978

Staff
Executive Director........................... Geoffrey McQuilkin
Eastern Sierra Policy Director ................... Lisa Cutting
Education Director ....................................Bartshé Miller
Communications Director ...............Arya Degenhardt
Offi ce Director ......................................Erika Obedzinski
Information Specialist...................................... Greg Reis
Eastern Sierra Policy Coordinator ..........Clare Cragan
Sacramento Policy Associate ........... Betsy Reifsnider
Assistant Education Director ..... Santiago Escruceria
Los Angeles Education Coord. ...Herley Jim Bowling
Communications Coordinator ..................... Elin Ljung
Retail Operations Manager ............................Brett Pyle
Bookstore Manager ....................................Laura Walker
Bookkeeper ......................................Donnette Huselton
Membership Assistant .......................... Kirsten Watson

Mono Lake Offi ce
Information Center and Bookstore

Highway 395 at Third Street
Post Offi ce Box 29

Lee Vining, California 93541
(760) 647-6595

Mono Lake Committee Mission
The Mono Lake Committee is a non-profi t citizens’ group dedicated to protecting 
and restoring the Mono Basin ecosystem, educating the public about Mono 
Lake and the impacts on the environment of excessive water use, and promoting 
cooperative solutions that protect Mono Lake and meet real water needs without 
transferring environmental problems to other areas.
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