Naturalist notes

A Mono Basin chronicle

April: aHorned Grebein bright breeding plumagein ashallow lagoon near the shorelinewith six American
Wigeons... Y ellow-headed Blackbirds, Northern Orioles, Western Tanagers, and Y elow-rumped Warblersbringa
bright array of color to Mill Creek’ sbudding willow (Salix spp.), black cottonwood (Populustrichocarpa), and
aspen (Populustremuloides) ... Double-crested Cormorants and Common Merganserson Grant Lake ... desert
peach (prunus ander sonii) lightsup in pink patches and the no-see-umswill get you with their littleitchy bitesif you
stop to admiretheflowersfor toolong ... days of wind and snow, but the weather iswarm and forgiving for the
opening day of fishing season ... and aremarkable number of akali flieslinethe shore despitethehighwind ...

May: lupine(Lupinusspp.), Indian paintbrush (Castillgjaangustifolia), Westernwallflower (Erysimum
capitatum), and skunk monkey flower (Mimulusjepsonii) can al befound down at thelakeshore ... the
congtellations of Castor and Pollux, thetwinsof Gemini set over the Serraintheearly eveningtwilight ...
eveningsdown at thelake bring thetelltale cloud formations of summer, and
after the SierraWavefadesto grey spotlights of sunshinelight up theidands,
theMono Craters, and sometimesthe White Mountains.... bitterbrush
(Purshiatridentata), prickly phlox (Leptodactylon pungens), and
arrowleaf balsamroot (Bal samor hi za sagittata) join the wildflower bloom
... birdsto noteincludeal azuli Bunting and aYellow-breasted Chat ...
and aSwamp Sparrow, and a Black-and-white Warbler both out of their
common range...

June: aGreen-winged Teadl eating brine shrimp just offshore.... it
hasto snow at least once every Juneit seems, and thisyear isno excep-
tion ... yet many wildflowerssurvive... sulphur flower (Ergonum
umbellatum) in yellow, orange, and red spotsthrough the sage (Artemisia
tridentata) ... Westerntiger swallowtailsand morning cloak butterfliesflit along
LeeVining Creek ... Rose-breasted Grosbeaks down at the County Park and
nine Brants off the end of the boardwalk ... acovey of CaiforniaQuail down
by the piezometerson Lee Vining Creek ... the newly planted Jeffrey pine
(Pinusjeffreyi) treesare being nurtured to grow tall and strong and will, with
someluck, eventua ly emit the sweet scent of vanillafrom thefurrowsof their
bark ... prickly poppy (Argemone polyanthemos) blooming in bright yellow and
white... three Western Grebes, two American Avocets, ahandful Eared Grebes, two
Black-crowned Night Herons, and apair of Osprey nesting atop atufawere spotted

from canoesfloating on anearly glassy lake... Drawing by Helen Constantine
Desert Peach, Prunus andersonii.
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