Just another average runoff year

T he runoff forecast for the Mono
Basinfor April 2000 through March
2001 (the 2000 runoff year) is 94% of
average, or 115,000 acre-feet of water in
Rush, LeeVining, Parker, and Walker
creeks. Thisisidentical to the volume of
the 1999 runoff year. The Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power (DWP)
will be allowed to divert up to 16,000 acre-
feet of water again thisyear. Mono Lake
iscurrently 0.3 feet lower than it was at
thistimein 1999—thefirst year since
diversions have resumed that Mono Lake
has dropped. Assuming average precipita-
tion, the forecast callsfor Mono Laketo be
at 6384.5 feet above sealeve by next April
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1. The table below shows the changesin
lakelevel Snce1992.

Despite 2000 being anormal runoff
year, Rush Creek isnot likely toreceive
normal-year restoration flowsthisyear
(Rush Creek has not received restoration
flowsin four of the six past years). Rush
Creek’s2000 peak flow isprojected to be
222 cfs, significantly lessthan the 380 cfs
required in the Water Board’ s 1998
restoration order. Thereason is mechani-
cal: Restoration flows can’'t be made
available to Rush Creek because the Rush
Creek return ditch, which deliverswater
to Rush Creek, needs work to improveits
flow capacity. Thiswork—which at the

RUNOFF VOLUME YR. END

YEAR ELEV. VOLUME CHANGE ELEVATION LADWP
(Apr-Mar) CHANGE CHANGE IN % (Mar 31) EXPORTS
1992 0 0 0 6374.6ft 0

1993 +0.9ft +35,264 &f (+1.6%) 6375.5ft 0

194 +0.5ft +19,770 & (+0.9%) 6376.0ft 0

1995 +3.2ft +123,440 &f (+5.4%) 6379.2ft 4414
199 +23ft  +108,4904f (+4.5%) 638L5ft 4,484 &
1997 +1.5ft +67,128 & (+2.7%) 6383.0ft 15,945 of
1908 +1.8ft +81,870 & (+3.2%) 6384.8 ft 15,787 &
1999 -0.3ft -13,707 &f (-0.5%) 6384.5ft 15,889 &f

Mono Lake has risen 9.9 vertical feet since theWater Board decision in 1994. A runoff year is
April 1 of the year stated to March 31 of the following year.

latest must be completed by fall 2000—
has been stalled for ayear and a half due
to a dispute between DWP and the
Department of Fish& Gameover habitat
requirementsand regul atory authority.
Recently, there' s been progress, however,
and it ispossiblethat DWPwill completethe
upgradesintimefor the 2001 runoff season.

Average runoff doesn’t meanit will be
aboring summer. Summer isalwaysan
eventful time of year, and 2000isno
exception. Channel re-openings, monitor-
ing activities, and highway construction
will all be affecting the streams. Four to
six trillion brine shrimp will thrivein
Mono Lake' srich waters and 40-60,000
CaliforniaGullswill nest on theislands.
One quarter of amillion peoplewill visit
thelake, many for thefirst time. The buzz
of lifewill fill the Mono Basin between
cold winters. And the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration predicts
LaNifato end in August, which means
that next winter .... %

Greg Reisisthe Committee’ s Information
Soecialist. During June he will be at
Expo 2000 in Hanover Germany where
he will be representing Mono Lake as
part of the Living Lakes Partnership.
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